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The Blessing of God’s Love
Lesson #1

Ice Breaker: In one or two sentences, how would you describe love?
[image: image2.png]


Key Verse: John 3:16
Introduction:
The only really hope that you and I have is found in God’s unconditional love. So many have tried to illustrate and explain it. Songs have been written about it. Sermons have been preached. Books have been written-all hoping to somehow gift-wrap God’s love to the world. However, John 3:16 is still unbeatable when it comes to portraying the blessings of God’s love.

John 3:16 is more than just a Sunday school memory verse, a banner to display at large gatherings, or a theme to musical lyrics, it’s the lifeline-the absolute core of our promise for eternal life. Let’s visit, or perhaps revisit this pearl of hope for all humanity.
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

John 3:16 uncovers three distinct blessings about God’s love for you.

Three Blessing of God’s Love:

1. God’s Love is Global (God so loved the world)
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He includes us. Any time there is a prestigious ceremony with distinguished guests, the red-carpet is rolled out from the entrance to the sidewalk. If someone other than a special guest strolls down the red path, security guards will swiftly escort him or her off. God doesn’t have a red-carpet kind of love, where only certain people are allowed. Jesus Christ said, “Whoever believes”. No matter where you’re from, or who you are, God accepts you just as you are.

b) He invites us. If God had a doormat to heave, it would definitely say, “Welcome.” Everyone is welcomed to know God on an intimate level. Just because God doesn’t have a red-carpet, doesn’t mean you are any less special. You are priceless, a rare gem in God’s eyes. Because you’re so special, He hopes to spark a personal relationship with you.

2. God’s Love is Giving (He gave his one and only Son)
a) Consider His Gift. Most gifts that we give or receive have a short lifespan. The coat you bought your wife last year may already be out-of-style. The bottle of fragrance you receive two years ago may already be empty. This is why most of us enjoy gifts that keep on giving. The love of Jesus Christ is a gift that never runs dry. It never loses its splendor or appeal. It never tarnishes or breaks down. Jesus ones told a Samaritan woman, “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14)

b) Consider his Grave. The greatest demonstration of God’s love is that He clothed himself in human flesh and died on a cross for our sins. Jesus Christ, who was sinless, paid the wages of sin so that we could have eternal life, and know him personally. The creator became our loving Savior by dying a criminal’s death. Yet three days later, He rose from the dead and walked out of the tomb. Romans 5:8 says “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus Christ gave the ultimate gift-His life.

3. God’s Love is Gracious 

(Whoever believes in him shall not perish)

a) Grace works with Faith. Notice how Jesus says, “whoever believes”. Although God’s love is open for everyone, not everyone will experience it. Believing is the key to receiving. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.” Faith doesn’t create grace, but it unlocks the power of the grace in our lives.

b) Grace is free. Grace is God’s unmerited favor towards humanity. There is nothing we can ever do to earn God’s acceptance. In fact, most religions in the world believe that salvation is earned through how well you perform, or the deeds you do. Remember what Ephesians 2:8-9 says about grace, “It is the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.” Grace makes it possible for us to experience God’s love-despite our weakness, imperfections and impurities.

Final Thoughts 

God’s love is the most powerful force humanity has ever seen. Not only did love motivate God to come to earth, but love led Christ to the cross of Calvary. Jesus ones said, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this that he lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:12-13) Truly Jesus Christ followed this model when He laid down his life for us. That’s the blessing of God’s love!

STEPS FOR GROWTH
a) Accepting God’s love starts with believing that Jesus Christ died for your sins.
b) Of the three blessings mentioned in this lesson, which one is the most significant to you and why?
c) Jesus Christ said, “As the father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” (John 15:9). Discuss some ways you can “remain” in God’s love, ones you have believed in Him.

