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The Foundation of the Church Your Spiritual Family                       Lesson #1
Ice Breaker: 
What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think of a “church”(
Key Verse: 2 Cor. 6:18 (NIV)
Introduction: 
When you were born again (baptized in Jesus’ name and filled with the Holy Ghost) you were born into God’s family namely “the church.” Sadly, the church oftentimes falls preys to mistake identity, and is misunderstood for being something that it’s not.  Many think of the church as a religious institution, a social club, a business, or perhaps a physical building.  Before we discuss the benefits of belonging to God’s family, let’s dispel a few misconceptions about church.

· The church is a religious institution

If you look up “Christianity” in a dictionary, it will define it as a religion.  On the contrary, Jesus Christ never intended to start a religion, but a family of followers.  Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”

· The church is a building

 Even though we often refer to church as a building, it’s actually not.  In fact, the word “church” comes from the Greek word “Ecclesia” which means “an assembly,” or “called out ones.”  The church is a body of people.
· Attending a church service makes you a member

 There’s a big difference between attending a church service, and belonging to a church family.  You can attend a service, and belonging to a church family.  You can attend a service periodically or week-to-week, and never fully belong to the family.  Church is not a place to attend, but a family to belong to.
Two relationships change when we become followers of Christ: (1) God becomes our Father.  (2) Other believers become out brothers and sisters.  This is your spiritual family tree.

A family tree is a tree-shaped chart showing how everyone in the family is related.  For the remainder of this lesson, we’re going to look at your spiritual family tree, and how to nurture these vital relationships.

Nurturing my Spiritual Family Tree
1. God is your Father
a) Treat Him like a Dad. The apostle Paul said in Romans 8:15, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry ‘Abba, Father.” The word “Abba” is an Aramaic word that implies “daddy, or beloved dad.”  Although the title “father” is a frequent term for addressing God, it also has a formal tone. If you have a close relationship with your father, you probably wouldn’t call him “father” - but “dad.” God desires an informal relationship to you. He wants to be your dad, someone you can approach ad know on an intimate level. Talk openly to Him. Let your guard down and be yourself.
b) Trust Him like a Child. Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Matt. 18:3).  In order for God to be our Father - our dad, we must become His children.  A child doesn’t worry about his needs; nor does he stress about tomorrow.  That’s the kind of attitude that pleases God.  In reality, God is glorified when we abandon self-reliance and fully depend on His goodness.  God enjoys when we leap up into His arms and forget about our worries.  Let’s not lose our childlike wonder, our pure and simplistic faith Jesus.  Let’s preserve our sense of awe about God’s grace and mercy.
Other Believers are your Sibling
a)          Show Love. Like every family, you must love your spiritual brothers and sisters.  In fact it’s a commandment, not a suggestion.  Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34-35).  Love is not just an emotion; it’s an attitude - a behavior.  We show love for one another by being kind, compassionate, friendly, forgiving, and patient.  We all need the support and encouragement of each other to make it through difficult times and reach our potential.
b)          Show Respect. The apostle Paul said, “Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father.  Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.” (1 Tim.5:1-2).  Like every family, the church is made up of people with different ages, abilities and characteristics.  It’s our responsibility to respect these differences and learn how to thrive together.  Showing respect can be realized when we follow the advice of Jesus, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets” (Matt 7:12).  People know this as the Golden Rule.  Basically, treat people the way you wanted to be treated.
Final Thought:

Whether in a home friendship group or worship service, you spiritual family creates the essential support you need.  When we get together, we interact, encourage and nurture a strong network of faith.  Hebrews 10:25 says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…” Like a parent enjoys watching his or her kids get along, God enjoys seeing His family show love and respect for one another.  Perhaps today you can evaluate where you are in God’s family and how you can develop stranger relationships.  


                  STEPS FOR GROWTH

a) Of the three misconceptions about church, which one do you think is most common, and most challenging to dispel(


b) Why do you think trusting God like a child is sometimes difficult to do(  And, what can you do to trust Him better(

c) Concerning showing love and respect to your spiritual siblings, which one can we improve on and why?(
