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The Blessing of God’s Forgiveness

Lesson #2

Ice Breaker: When you think about forgiveness, what are some of the things that come to mind?

Verso Clave: 1 Juan 1:9
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Introduction:

Forgiveness is a simple, yet difficult concept to live by in today’s culture. Manny people chose revenge instead of forgiveness when someone offends them. It’s a natural impulse to “get even” or perhaps punish those who hurt you. However, Jesus Christ taught that forgiveness is the key to living in peace. This is a principle He demonstrates to us every day.
Sin is the ultimate offense, and even warrants judgment. According to the Bible, everyone is marked with sin and living shy of God’s glory. However, out of pure grace and love, Jesus Christ offers us undue forgiveness through the shedding of His blood. Consider words of the Apostle Paul, “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace.” (Ephesians 1:7).

Together let’s consider some important factors about God’s forgiveness.

Three Factors of God’s Forgiveness:

1. The Sacrifice Factor

a) The Price was paid. Hebrews 9:22 says, “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” In the Old Testament, flawless lambs had to be continuously sacrificed for the sins of the people, and to satisfy God’s judgment. This is no longer the case because Jesus Christ became the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. His innocent blood paid the debt of sin against humanity.

b) The Path was paved. Since Jesus Christ shed his blood for our sins, we can live a life that is totally forgiven. Not only were your past sins excused, but even your future sins and mistakes can be forgiven. God doesn’t just pardon your past, but his forgiveness covers your whole life-from start to finish. As the Apostle Peter remarked, “For Christ died for sins ones for all…” (1 Peter 3:18). Jesus Christ doesn’t need to die again, every time we sin; He’s covered us once and for all.

2. The Sincerity Factor

a) Our Sincerity. When a suspect in a criminal case wants to come clean and be honest about his actions, he must give a formal confession. This is simply an open acknowledgment. Of course, nobody is accusing you of being a criminal-however, this principle applies to sin and forgiveness. 1 John 1:8-9 says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” God isn’t looking for shame, He’s looking for honesty.

b) God’s Security. When we openly confess our sins to God, He doesn’t accuse us or degrade our value. In fact, his goal is to prove his faithfulness and fairness in our lives. No matter what you’ve done, God wants to be approachable. For that reason, He uses forgiveness as an opportunity to cleanse our hearts and improve our relationship with Him. If we are sincere about sin and confess them when we are aware of them, God will faithfully secure us with grace.
3. The Seventy-Times-Seven Factor
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Forgive openly. It is also our duty t5o forgive others. In fact, God requires those who have received forgiveness, to openly pardon others when they offend, insult or hurt us personally. Instead of leveraging people’s guilt, or seeking revenge, forgive them. Jesus said, “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” (Luke 6:37). For us to continue benefiting from God’s forgiveness, we must exhibit grace and mercy to others. Forgive because you’ve been forgiven.

b) Forgive often. The reason why the third factor of God’s forgiveness is called “seventy-times-seven” is because of what Jesus told Peter about forgiving others. “Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times? Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” (Mathew 18:21). Jesus isn’t giving us a math lesson, but a life lesson. Live a forgiving life and don’t keep track of people’s sins.
Final Thoughts

Whether you’re considering giving your life to Jesus Christ, or simply wanting to improve your relationship with Him, the blessings of God’s forgiveness make it possible.

God could have decided to leverage His kingdom with guilt, but thankfully he chose to set us free. Forgiveness is as much about relationship, as it is redemption. Jesus Christ shed his blood to purchase our salvation and to initiate a personal relationship with us all.


             STEPS FOR GROWTH

a) According to The Sacrifice Factor, why was it so important for Jesus to lay down his life?
b) Why is it at times difficult to be sincere with God and confess our sins?









c)  Jesus Christ said, “…Forgive and you will be forgiven.” (Like 6:37). Discuss why God would implement this principle.

