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The Foundation of the Holy Spirit: God Living in You                                                       Lesson #4
Ice Breaker: 
In a few words, how would you describe the “Holly Spirit”?
Key Verse: Acts 1:8; 2:38 (NIV)
Introduction: 
In today’s lesson we’re going to discuss the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian.
So that we have a solid base to work from, let’s quickly review the roles and works described by the terms Father, Son and Holy Spirit. “Father” refers to God in family relationship to humanity; “Son” refers to God in the flesh; and Spirit refers to God in activity. As we discussed in the prior lesson – all three functions exist in Jesus Christ.
Let’s answer three common questions about the Holy Spirit:
· Who is the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is simply God. God is holy (1 Peter 1:16) and He is a Spirit (John 4:24). The term speaks of God in action (Genesis 1:2).

· Is the Holy Spirit different from the Holy Ghost? The terms “Holy Spirit” and “Holy Ghost” are interchangeable. They mean the same thing. Biblically speaking, either term is perfectly accepted.
· Why do we need the Holy Spirit? Primarily, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is part of New Testament salvation – and is not an optional gift that only select Christians can receive (John 3:5).
Nearly two thousand years ago, on the Day of Pentecost, 120 Christ-followers were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues as the Spirit enabled them. In fact, there were men of God in the Old Testament who prophesied about this great outpour. One of the first references came from the prophet Isaiah when he said, “For with stammering lips an another tongue He will speak to this people.” (Isaiah 28:11). Stammering lips, or speaking in tongues, is the initial evidence that one has received the Holy Spirit. The prophet Joel also said, “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my spirit on all flesh…” (Joel 2:28).
Three Essential Qualities of the Holy Spirit:

1. The Promise of the Holy Spirit
Acts 1:4 says, “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father…” The same Spirit that fell on the 120 followers in the Upper Room is available for us today. Certain scholars today argue that the baptism of the Spirit with speaking in tongues is not for the present church. Quite the contrary, God desires to fill everyone with His Spirit. The apostle Peter said, “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:39). The Holy Spirit is promised to who believe on Christ obey His word.
2. The Power of the Holy Spirit
Acts 1:8 says, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Of all the possible words to represent what the Holy Spirit would bring, Jesus chose the word “power.” Essentially, when you receive the baptism of the Spirit, God’s power is transferred and imparted into your spirit. For that reason alone, your life will never be the same. When God’s power dwells in you, you are enable to be a witness for Jesus Christ. In Acts 1:8, you’ll notice that Jesus didn’t expect the disciples to fulfill their mission until they had received the power of the Holy Spirit.
3. The Purpose of the Holy Spirit
Receiving the Holy Spirit is not just about feeling good – it’s about purpose. The foremost role of the Holy Spirit is to give us the same possibilities of relationship with God and power that Jesus had in His earthly ministry. Although Holy Spirit has multiple purposes, let’s review four of them:
1) Guides to Truth (John 16:13) – having the Holy Spirit enables you to understand and grasp the meaning of Scriptures. Like a light switch turns on the light in a dark room, the Spirit illuminates truth and helps us comprehend God’s will.

2) Gives Direction (Romans 8:14) – being filled with the Holy Spirit is like having an inner navigation system (GPS) that leads you through life’s many choices, decisions and struggles. The closer your relationship with God is, the better you can hear his directions.

3) Grants Authority (Mark 16:17-18) – the Holy Spirit gives us authority over sickness and spiritual powers. No matter what comes against the people of God, we are over-comers. 1 John 4:4 says, “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
4) Generates fruit (Galatians 5:22-23) – when the Holy Spirit dwells in you, there should be a spiritual outgrowth that changes how you live. The Bible calls this “the fruit of the Spirit.” Fruit is the ongoing sign that you are connected to a living source. For instance, oranges grow on orange trees. A life connected to Jesus should reveal His character.

Final Thoughts:

A person can receive the Holy Spirit by repenting, putting faith in God, and simply asking God for His gift (Acts 2:38). Also, we should always expect speaking in tongues as the initial evidence when someone receives the Spirit. Once you receive the Spirit into your life, you should nourish that relationship through prayer, reading your bible, and communing with other followers of Christ. Doing these things won’t change the Holy Spirit (who is God living in you), but it will change you from the inside out. You will gradually grow in holiness and obedience to God. Remember, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a normal, essential experience with God. If you have not received this gift, you are encouraged to seek it today. If you have already received this gift, perhaps your spiritual man needs to be rekindled with a flesh spark of desire for God.

                  STEPS FOR GROWTH

a) If you recall, who is the Holy Spirit and what does this term speak of(
b) In this lesson we discussed four purposes of the Holy Spirit. Which one(s) do you feel is most overlooked or forgotten, and why? 
c) Discuss as a group the personal blessings you have experienced because of the Holy Spirit – God living in you.   
