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The Foundation of Jesus Christ: God Became Man                                                       Lesson #3
Ice Breaker: 
Who is Jesus Christ to you?
Key Verse: 1 Timothy 3:16; John 1:1-3, 14 (NIV)
Introduction: 
The greatest miracle of all time happened when a baby named “Jesus” was born into the world. Why, you ask? The answer is because this wasn’t just any child, but God manifested in human flesh. Jesus Christ wasn’t just a philosopher, a prophet, or a third person in a trinity-He was, and is the only God.
Knowing who Jesus is cannot fall into the shadows of what Jesus did. In other words, many professing Christians today focus entirely on the works, teaching and lifestyle of Jesus Christ-which is not to be devalued. However, understanding the true nature of Jesus is paramount-which happens to be the dividing line between Oneness Apostolic doctrine and mainstream Trinitarian doctrine. According to scripture, we believe in two fundamental truths about God:
1. There is one indivisible God with no separation of “persons” (Deut. 6:4; Eph. 4:5-6).

2. Jesus Christ is the full embodiment of God- Father, Son and Holy Ghost (Col. 2:9; 2 Cor. 5:19).

The Father, Son and Holy Ghost describe the various roles and works of God. Unlike Trinitarian doctrine, however, we reject these titles as evidence of God’s threeness, but contend that all exist concurrently in Jesus Christ. Not only is the nature of Jesus essential for sound doctrine, but it also has real life significance. Let’s consider the dual nature (two roles) of Jesus Christ.

Understanding the Dual Nature of Jesus Christ:

1. Jesus is fully God (Divine Nature)

a) The Son of God. Long before Jesus came, His birth was foretold by the prophet Isaiah, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (is. 7:14). The name “Immanuel” literally means, “God with us.” Colossians 2:9 says, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” Jesus is the full and total embodiment of God, not merely an incarnation of one of the three divine persons. Accepting Jesus as the Son of God means accepting Him as God. Jesus is called the Son of God because He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, not man. Essentially, Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the physical expression of God’s total nature.
Keep in Mind: If Jesus were not God, He would not have accepted worship (John 20:28), forgave sins (Mark 2:5-7), or claimed oneness with God (John 10:29-30).

b) The Savior. Isaiah 43:11 says, “…I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no savior.” The heartbeat of the bible is that our Creator became our Savior. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” This scripture uncovers the greatest love story of all time-that a holy and glorious God would wrap Himself in human flesh, live among us, and then be crucified on the cross for our sins.  1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the justice for thee unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).
2. Jesus is fully man

(Human Nature)

a) The Son of Man. In order to truly understand who Jesus is, we must recognize that He was entirely human. Galatians 4:4 says, “…God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law.” As God, Jesus existed in eternity (Micah 5:2). But as man, He was born a baby (Luke 2:7). As God, Jesus never changes (Heb. 13:8). But as a man, He grew mentally, physically and socially (Luke 2:52). As God, Jesus was the Bread of life (John 6:35). But as a man, He hungered (Matt. 4:2)

Jesus can identify with us as humans in every way, except sin. Hebrews 4:15 portrays the delicate balance between the dual nature of Jesus. It says, “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” As a man, Jesus can empathize with our difficulties, but as God He has the ability to grant us mercy and grace.

Keep in Mind: As a real man, Christ prayed, wept, obeyed and even suffered. If we deny the humanity of Jesus, then key references to His temptations and the agony He endured on the Cross lose their meaning.
b) The Servant. John 13:4-5 describes a time when Jesus washed His disciples’ feet. He became a servant. Philippians 2:7-8 says that Jesus, “…made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-even death on a cross!” Because Jesus was God, He could have demanded royal treatment. Instead, Jesus willingly humbled Himself. The One, who had every right to be exalted and excused from work, did not want to puff Himself up.

People line up for jobs they consider important, glamorous, or respected. But Jesus demonstrated humility by doing what no one wanted to do. 
Final Thoughts:

Sadly, the true nature of Jesus often becomes the fine print in Christianity. Although some beliefs are shared between Trinitarians and Oneness believers, we do not share viewpoint about our most fundamental doctrines. This is where we must guard the truth with clear understanding and watch for blurred lines in what we read, see and listen to. As our key verse says, “God was manifested in the flesh…” (1 Timothy 3:16). God was made visible in flesh through Jesus Christ. Understanding this truth is more than an intellectual achievement. It’s about appreciating the untold depths of God’s love for us.

                  STEPS FOR GROWTH

a) Why do you think it’s important to understand the human nature of Jesus Christ(
b) According to John 3:16, what was God’s motivation for coming to us as a man? And why is that important? 
c) As a man, Jesus became a servant and even washed His disciples’ feet. What practical lesson can you take away from that example?
