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The Foundation of the Only God: Your Friend                                                       Lesson #2
Ice Breaker: 
How would you describe a true friend?
Key Verse: John 15:15 (NIV)
Introduction: 
There’s a growing consensus today, that God created man because He was lonely or needed a friend. While the notion seems harmless, it’s actually a misunderstanding. In truth, God was God long before He ever created man. He is self-sufficient and completely secure in His own being. God has never lacked or needed anything-nor has He ever experienced loneliness.
None of these truths shed weight off your inherit value in the eyes of God. Consider this fact: not everything you need is something you instinctively want. The truth is, God wanted you alive. He did not need to create you; rather He chose to create you for His personal delight. Revelations 4:11 says, “…for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” God formed us for an intimate friendship with Him. Let’s discuss the kind of friendship God desires, and some tips to preserve it.
God Desires a Friendship that is:
1. Pure
The Apostle Paul said, “I fear…your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). Over the course of time, we all collect ideas, experiences, knowledge, emotions and habits. Think of these things as filters. Filters can be useful to catch impurities or solids, such as coffee filter. Spiritually, however, filters can be harmful and actually dilute our relationship with God. We may not be guilty of great sins, but in the process of living, our pure affection for Jesus can wear thin. The filters of life can create frustration, undue burden and tension.
If we’re not careful, we can even become like the church in Ephesus, whose good works watered down their passion-causing them to lose their “fist love.” (Ref. Rev. 2:2-4) Jesus said, “Unless you become as a little child, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mathew 18:3). In other words, never lose your simple wonder about the grace and glory of God.






2. Personal
Anytime someone says, “This is off the record,” what they’re about to say is personal and straightforward. It may be risky or even impulsive, but it’s honest nonetheless. The Old Testament system of relationship with God was overloaded with preconditions, bureaucracy and separation-most notably the veil inside the template. This basically promoted division, instead of intimacy with God. However, when Jesus died on the cross, the veil in the template was torn from the top down. This was God saying, “I want our friendship to be personal again, without ceremonial rituals and red tape.” Nothing pleases God more than when we engage an intimate, unscripted relationship with Him. David said, “Search me, o God, and know my heart; Try me, and Know my anxieties” (Ps 139:23). Give God a backstage pass to your heart and allow Him probe even your deepest secrets.
3. Priority
Life is full of distractions. The demands at work and obligations at home constantly fight for our attention. Sooner or later you can find yourself strapped for time and wondering where God fits into the picture. Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:33). When we hear this verse, we sometimes think about the following list:




The truth is, this list can put you key relationships at odds-something that God never intended. This lifestyle can create tension, dissatisfaction and guilt. Jesus wasn’t implying that you had to select a church activity over your anniversary or child’s birthday. That would mean He wants to replace that relationship with Himself. This mentality also breeds competition, whereby your loved ones have to content for your time and attention. Rather, in all that you do, honor God and seek His covering. This way, your primary relationship with God establishes and blesses you relationship with others. Your list should look more like this:
1. God – Spouse (Marriage)

2. God -  Children

3. God – Ministry/Church

4. God – Career

Final Thought:

From the beginning with Adam and Eve, God desired a pure loving relationship. After the fall, however, that pure friendship was broken. And because man was helpless to reclaim God, God came to us as Jesus Christ and paid for our sins on the cross.

The Lord reclaimed us! 2 Corinthians 5:18 says, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ…” Relationship with God is possible only because of His grace. However, now it’s up to you to accept His invitation of friendship.  


                  STEPS FOR GROWTH

a) How does becoming like a child keep our faith simple and pure(
b) What can we do to make our relationship with God more personal( (example: Speak honestly in prayer).



c) Based on point #3, discuss the balance between your relationship God, and your relationships with others. Has your perceptive changed?
God – Spouse (marriage)





God – Ministry / Church





God - Children





God – Career








